This talk will consider the place of minesis in
classial Arahic anecdatal literature | argue that
the kinds of staries that were described as “adab’
(edifyingliterature) in classical Arahic sourceshad
an analogical relationship with reality rather than
a strictlly representational one Based on
statements made by adab authors about their
strategies of starytelling this talk will explorethe
consequences of such an analogcal view of
narrative on the way staries were written and
read | will touch on questions of fictionality, the
lengh and structure of stories and the
representation of characters within them Thraugh
this | hope to provide new tods to approach
classial Arabic anecdotal literature ones that
expose the artistry of comparison rather than

representation.
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