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Abstract 

In questo capitolo si esamineranno i cambiamenti più recenti nell’approccio del Giappone alla sicurezza alimentare e il modo in cui questi hanno influenzato la diplomazia economica di Tokyo. Tradizionalmente, le autorità giapponesi hanno cercato di affrontare il tema della sicurezza alimentare attraverso una duplice strategia basata, da un lato, sull’aumento della produzione e del consumo interno di prodotti locali, e, dall’altro, sulla diversificazione delle fonti di approvvigionamento, tutelando allo stesso tempo il settore agroalimentare nazionale con elevate barriere commerciali. Dal punto di vista della diplomazia economica, questo approccio ha ostacolato i negoziati degli accordi di libero scambio (FTA in inglese) con i paesi partner, generando spesso ritardi nella loro conclusione se non la completa interruzione.

1. Introduction

The provision of a stable and sufficient supply of food has always been a constant theme in the political agenda of Japan throughout all its modern and contemporary history, owing to the nation’s heavy reliance on foreign markets to meet its food requirements. As of 2022, Japan’s food self-sufficiency rate stood at a meager 38 percent, the lowest among industrialized countries, indicating that Japan needs to import over two-thirds of its total food consumption.

The White Paper on food security,
 published in 2019, lists the documents enacted since 2008 to improve the macroeconomic regulation of food production and trade: 

“ – Paying close attention to state planning as guidance. China has formulated a series of plans, including the Outline of the Thirteenth Five-year Plan for National Economic and Social Development of the People’s Republic of China, Outline of the Medium- and Long-term Plan for National Food Security (2008-2020), National Plan for an Increase of Production Capacity for 50 Billion Kg of Food (2009-2020), Outline of China’s Food and Nutrition Development (2014-2020), National Agriculture Sustainable Development Plan (2015-2030), National Land Planning Outline (2016-2030), National Rural Vitalization Strategic Plan (2018-2022), and Outline of the 13th Five-year Development Plan for the Food Industry. Through these plans, China defines its goals and measures at different levels, and guides agricultural modernization, food nutrition, and the food industry, with the goal of safeguarding national food security in every respect”.

 Most of the documents fix four points: 

 The first is the threshold of 122 million hectares of agricultural soil below which the country cannot assure food security (“Medium- and long-term food security plan for 2008– 2020”
 and National Land Planning Outline 2016-2030).
 Currently, China has 135 million hectares
 of agricultural land but urbanization and excessive use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides have depleted the soil. The threshold serves to avoid an additional loss of agricultural soil. 

The second is the overcoming of the household farm. Since 1989, the Chinese state has expressed its disappointment about the failed passage from the small household farm to a large, modern agricultural enterprise. The many attempts to solicit peasants’ investment in enlarging the production scale have followed two trajectories. The first is the consolidation of the land throughout the marketization of the land rent certificates; the second is the inclusion of the small farm in the supply chains led by so-called dragonhead enterprises.
 

Figure 1: Agri-food tech
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� The data was taken from the website of the Japanese Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries. See: https://www.maff.go.jp/j/zyukyu/zikyu_ritu/012.html


� The second one that the Chinese government has published on food since 1996. 


� https://www.etogether.net/wap/foreignAffairs/20191031/10635_2.html


� http://www.gov.cn/jrzg/2008-11/13/content_1148414.htm


� http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2017-02/04/content_5165309.htm


� It ranks third in the world after India and the United States.


� Dragonhead firms (longtuan qiye) are firms that the government has chosen to lead the agri-food supply chains.





