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This lecture revisits the history of Ottoman-era
Arabic literature, often portrayed as a period of
decline, through the case of the
sixteenth-century poet Mamayya al-Rami (d. ca.
1577-79), a former Ottoman janissary who
became a renowned Arabic poet in Damascus.
Drawing on manuscripts and biographical
sources, it explores the vibrant, multilingual
literary culture of Ottoman Damascus and
highlights poetry as a space of sociability,
performance, and aesthetic experimentation.
Mamayya's works on urban life, coffeehouses,
and pleasure reveal a dynamic literary world
deeply connected to early modern Ottoman
society, offering a broader reconsideration of
how Arabic literary history has been written.



